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Ing a woman of a violent temper, and having: the ascendant over
Cicero, she urged him on to taking a part against Clodius, and de-
livering his testimony. Many other good and honest citizens also
gave evidence against him, for perjuries, disorders, bribing the peo-
ple, and debauching women. Lucullus proved, by his women-ser-
vants, that he had debauched his youngest sister when she was
Lucullus's wife; and there was a general belief that he had done the
same with his two other sisters, Tertia, whom Marcius Rex, and
Clodia, whom Metellus Celer had married; the latter of whom was
called Quadrantia, because one of her lovers had deceived her with
a purse of small copper money Instead of silver, the smallest copper
coin being called a quadrant. Upon this sister's account, in particular,
Clodius's character was attacked. Notwithstanding all this, when the
common people united against the accusers and witnesses and the whole
party, the judges were affrighted, and a guard was placed about them
for their defense; and most of them wrote their sentences on the
tablets in such a way that they could not well be read. It was decided,
however, that there was a majority for his acquittal, and bribery was
reported to have been employed; in reference to which Catulus re-
marked, when he next met the judges, "You were very right to ask
for a guard, to prevent your money being taken from you." And when
Clodius upbraided Cicero that the judges had not believed his testi-
mony, "Yes," said he, "five-and-twenty of them trusted me and con-
demned you, and the other thirty did not trust you, for they did not
acquit you till they had got your money/*
Caesar, though cited, did not give his testimony against Clodius,
and declared himself not convinced of his wife's adultery, but that
he had put her away because it was fit that Caesar's house should not
be only free of the evil fact, but of the fame too.
Clodius, having escaped this danger, and having got himself chosen
one of the tribunes, immediately attacked Cicero, heaping up all matters
and inciting all persons against him. The common people he gained over
with popular laws; to each of the consuls he decreed large provinces,,
to PIso, Macedonia, and to Gabinius, Syria; he made a strong party
among the indigent citizens, to support him in his proceedings, and
had always a body of armed slaves about him. Of the three men then
in greatest power, Crassus was Cicero's open enemy, Pompey indif-
ferently made advances to both, and Csesar was going with an army
into Gaul. To him, though not his friend (what had occurred in the
time of the conspiracy having created suspicions between them),,
Cicero applied, requesting an appointment as one of his lieutenants In
the province. Csesar accepted him, and Clodius, perceiving that
Cicero would thus escape his tribunician authority, professed to be
inclinable to a reconciliation, laid the greatest fault upon Terentia,
made always a favorable mention of him, and addressed him with kind